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Joining the green revolution, two 
San Diego County schools are in-
stalling solar panels above their 
parking lots, hoping the panels 
will greatly reduce their carbon 
footprint and save them millions 
of dollars.

“The project will provide 
about $8 million in savings,” 
said John Addleman, director of 
planning and financial manage-
ment at the San Dieguito Union 
High School District.

La Costa Canyon High School 
and Crest Canyon Academy, both 
part of the San Dieguito district, 
are in the process of installing 
solar panels that also double as 
shading.

This 2-megawatt solar project 
is one of many put on by Chev-
ron Energy Solutions. According 
to its website, Chevron Energy 
Solutions promotes innovative, 
clean, energy development.

Juliet Don of Chevron En-
ergy Solutions talked about the 
benefits. “The project is expected 
to generate more than 70 percent 
of the energy need at La Costa 
Canyon High School and Crest 
Canyon Academy,” she said.

This project will reduce 2,200 
metric tons of carbon emissions, 
equivalent to taking 400 cars off 
the road, according to the Chev-
ron website.

Don said the project is partly 
funded by the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act. It 
also qualifies for the California 
Solar Initiative.

Addleman says installing the 
solar panels is a good decision. 
“We wanted to demonstrate that 
we are a good environmental 
steward.”

Kyle Ruggles, principal at La 
Costa Canyon High School, sup-
ports the decision. “I compliment 
our school district for being at 
the forefront of understanding 
the importance of using renew-
able energy to provide energy 
for the school,” he siad. For our 
school to have a vision looking 
at renewable energy is a positive 
step in the right direction.”

Construction at La Costa 
Canyon High School started 

In hopes that military lives can 
be saved, a coalition of private 
businesses and countries came 
together recently to test and per-
haps soon implement different 
technologies, including systems 
that track a soldier’s boot and 
use inflatable platforms that 
produce phone signals.

The Virginia-based Coali-
tion Warrior Interoperability 
Demonstration is experimenting 
with more than 30 new technol-
ogy and software systems. 

“We are helping save people’s 
lives by putting on two global 
plays. Like putting on Macbeth 
and Avatar,” said Navy Capt. 
Keith Archbold. 

The coalition has come to-
gether annually since 1994, 
gathering to test and demon-

strate their new technologies 
by putting the systems and the 
operators through simulated 
events. “Believe you me,” Jay 
Iannacito, CWID project man-
ager said, “if you only test in a 
lab it will fail.” 

The Space and Naval War-
fare Systems Command is a 
branch of the Navy that is re-
sponsible for researching busi-
ness-information technology 
and space systems. This branch 
helps advance the Navy’s war-
fighting superiority, according to 
SPAWAR’s official website.

This year’s 12-day program 
took 18 months to develop. The 
final month was used to train 
for the June 23 simulation, the 
only day open to press and of-
ficial personnel, Iannacito said. 
The simulation took place at the 
SPAWAR Systems Center Pa-
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A San Diego man convicted of 
murdering his 80-year-old lover 
was recently sentenced to 75 
years to life in prison for the vic-
tim’s 2008 suffocation death. 

Thomas Jeffrey Brooks, 42, 
who was eligible for the death 
penalty, was sentenced by San 
Diego Superior Court Judge Da-
vid Gill after pleading guilty to 
charges including murder for fi-
nancial gain.

Brooks also pleaded guilty 
to 13 counts of commercial bur-
glary for spending an estimated 
$90,000 over the course of three 
months.

The body of Edward Andrews 
of Hemet was found encased 
within a concrete centerpiece in 
the backyard of a San Diego resi-
dence, Deputy District Attorney 
Dino Paraskevopolos said. 

A foul odor and what ap-
peared to be a human foot led 
the police to his body on Sept. 
5, 2008, according to San Diego 
County court records.
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