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The release of the iPhone 4 has 
left its predecessor, the iPhone 
3, behind in the dust with 
its impressive new features. 
However, flaws are already 
being reported.

Since 
its release 
on June 24, 
claims have 
been made by 
a number of 
online sources, 
including 
TechCrunch, 
PC Magazine 
and The 
New York 
Times, that 
the iPhone 
4 has been 
dropping calls. 
However, this 
problem does 
not appear 
to affect all 
iPhones.

The phone’s antenna was 
built into the bottom left hand 
corner of the iPhone as part 
of the stainless steel band 
surrounding the four sides of 
the device. If this corner of the 
phone is touched, the quality of 
signal decreases, according to 
critics. 

Apple suggests that 
people simply hold the phone 
differently to avoid touching the 
problematic area. iPhone users 
can also purchase special cases 
for $29 that can prevent this 
problem. 

Despite its faults, the iPhone 
4 has been revolutionized in 
design and technical features, 
particularly its new camera 

capabilities. 
The new iPhone includes a 

5-megapixel camera, with lenses 
on both the front and back, 
making picture-taking simpler. 
It also has an LED flash built-
in, another feature that was not 
offered in the past, according 

to an Apple 
press release. 

The 
newfangled 
camera also 
allows the 
iPhone to 
film in high-
definition. 
Users can 
also video 
call with the 
help of an 
application 
called 
FaceTime, 
but only 
where 
wireless 
Internet is 

available. 
In ideal situations, the 

iPhone 4’s battery allows for 10 
hours of Internet use, 40 hours 
of music playback, or 10 hours 
of calling time, according to 
Apple.com. 

Its enhanced operating 
system, known as iOS 4, 
permits the simultaneous use of 
multiple applications. Users can 
also personalize it by organizing 
similar applications into folders. 
Each iPhone can have up to 180 
folders of 12 applications each. 

The iPhone 4’s home screens 
can now have wallpapers as 
well, with a variety of provided 
pictures to choose from, in 
addition to any pictures taken 
with the camera.  

The operating system also 
runs applications such as 
iBooks, which allows iPhone 
users to read on the go with 
over 600,000 books available. 
The iMovie application, which 
costs $4.99, gives users movie-
making abilities, combining 
footage shot with the camera 
and music stored on their 
phones. 

However, online user 
reviews of the iMovie 
application say that while this 
application has its upsides, it 
can crash on occasion and is 
unable to cut video clips.

It’s also the thinnest iPhone 
yet, just over 9 millimeters 
(about 0.35 inches) thick, and 
it looks stunning. It’s made of 
aluminosilcate glass that looks 
sleek and shiny; plus, it comes 
in two colors: white or black. 

Here’s another snag: The 
black iPhone shows fingerprints 
very easily. While the white 
iPhone would hide such marks, 
a manufacturing challenge is 
preventing Apple from releasing 
the white iPhone until the 
second half of July. Users may 
want to consider purchasing a 
case. 

The price of the iPhone is 
one factor that has not changed. 
An iPhone 4 with 16 gigabytes 
of storage costs $199, the same 
price of the iPhone 3 with 16 
gigabytes, which was released 
in 2009. 

The iPhone 4 has surpassed 
the iPhone 3 by leaps and 
bounds; no one’s disputing it. 
But this is a product with some 
imperfections; potential buyers 
should consider the pros and 
cons before making a purchase. 

Hundreds of people were 
waiting in line in a cloud of 
anticipation, hoping to get their 
hands on the new iPhone 4 at 
the Apple store located at the 
Fashion Valley mall in San 
Diego. A line stretched almost 
to the parking lot with people 
sitting in beach chairs and on 
blankets.

“I’ve been looking up this 
phone online every day for two 
weeks,” said Tim Obrien, 26, 
from San Diego. He had not pre-
ordered and ended up standing 
in line for nearly nine hours, 
hoping to be one of the first to 
get the new model in stores. 

Apple employees in bright 
blue shirts then moved people 
from line to line in groups of 
about 10, all the while yelling to 
the crowd that they could still 
get phones. Inside the buzzing 
store, many people crowded 
around tables with working 
phones that showed exactly 
what all these die-hard fans had 
been waiting for. Apple workers 
scurried around answering 
people’s questions and giving 
people their new devices. 

 The iPhone 4 boasts many 
new features and a new design. 
The phone is capable of making 
video calls, has a camera on 
the front screen, and can take 
and edit HD-quality videos, 
according to Apple’s website. 

Chula Vista resident Janine 
Sotelo, 23, said she made her 
boyfriend stand with her in line, 
and fetch food, so she could get 
a new phone.

“I’ve been here since 5:30 
in the morning hoping to get it 
before all my friends,” Sotelo 
said.

To get their hands on the 
new gadget and be one of the 
first to play with the new 
features is crucial to many of 
Apple’s dedicated enthusiasts. 
Mike Torcuato, 33, from San 
Diego pre-ordered his iPhone 
4, but still got in line at 6:30 
a.m. Even with the pre-order, 
consumers had to wait in line to 
pick up their phones at stores. 

“Being one of the first people 
in line is definitely part of the 
excitement,” said Torcuato. 
He also owns an iPad and is 
planning on buying a Macbook 
Pro in the next few months.

A certain level of excitement 
was needed to wait in line for 
the amount of time that many 
people did. According to The 
New York Times, an Apple 
Store in San Francisco had lines 
around the block in the early 
morning, and a store in Japan 
had already sold out.

When asked if it was likely 
that he would wait in line again 
to get the next new iPhone, 
Torcuato said with a grin, “I’ll 
most likely be right here next 
year.”  
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Fans embrace iPhone 4

To raise awareness of the 
dangers of cyber technology, 
the SafetyNet Program, in 
association with the San Diego 
Police Foundation and the San 
Diego Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force, organizes 
public education events, 
assemblies and presentations 
throughout San Diego County 
middle schools. 

The goal is to inform 
parents, children and educators 
about common Internet crimes 
such as child pornography, 
luring and cyberbullying.    

San Diego Assistant Police 
Chief Cesar Solis emphasized 
that proactive initiatives must 
be taken to inform parents and 
kids of the dangers of cyber 
activity. 

Wenda Alvarez, CEO of the 
San Diego Police Foundation, 
spoke at a news conference 
outside Muirlands Middle 

School to highlight June 
as Internet Safety Month. 
Muirlands was the first to hold 
a SafetyNet assembly. 

The program targets middle-
school students because of their 
vulnerability, she said. With 
the increasing popularity of 
social-networking sites such 
as Myspace and Facebook, 
knowing what is appropriate 
personal information to display 
on a public profile is important. 
Predators armed with too much 
personal information can lure 
children into a relationship and 
create sexual interest, according 
to the San Diego Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task 
Force website. 

SafetyNet offers the 
opportunity to avoid online 
predators’ unsupervised 
access to children by directly 
discussing the threat the 
Internet can pose to them, 
Alvarez said.

In a SafetyNet pamphlet, a 
checklist is given to encourage 

Internet safety through parental 
involvement, limiting the use of 
computers and cellphones, and 
updating filtering software.

According to the San Diego 
Police Foundation website, 98 
percent of attendees indicated 
that they plan on talking with 
their children about what 
they learned. In response to 
SafetyNet’s presentation, 
the website also showed a 28 
percent increase in students’ 
willingness to tell their parents 
or another trusted adult if 
they come across anything on 
the Internet that makes them 
uncomfortable.

There are several means 
available to avoid Internet 
crimes against children, such 
as through firewalls, parental 
controls and screening a 
child’s public profile. More 
information is available at 
sdpolicefoundation.org and 
a resource guide may be 
requested by e-mailing info@
safetynetcc.org. 
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Internet safety begins at home

Hundreds of  people gather in Fashion Valley to purchase the iPhone 4. 
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