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Who hasn’t spent all their 
birthday money on their 
obsession of the moment? I 
have.

My obsession was manga, 
Japanese comics.

On my 11th birthday, my big 
sister, Claudia, gave me $100 as 
a gift with the expectation that 
I would spend it on some nice 
and girlie clothes. Sadly for her, 

I wasn’t thinking about buying 
a frilly dress or some pink shirt 
that said “Hot Stuff.” There was 
only one thing I wanted: manga, 
my comic addiction. 

I went to Chula Vista’s 
Comics-N-Stuff and spent $60 
on five volumes of “Pita-ten,” 
by manga artist Koge-donbo. It 
tells the story of an angel called 
Misha who helps Kotarou, a boy 
whose mother died, in order to 
get her angel license. I bought it 
without thinking twice. 

My big sister went mad 
when she saw me arrive with 
nothing but manga volumes. 
She warned me that she would 
not give me any more money for 

my next birthday.  
But I just could not help 

myself. I grew up watching 
“Pokemon,” “Digimon,” and 
“Sailor Moon,” while my little 
brother watched the animated 
series “X-men,” “Spiderman” 
and “Gargoyles.” 

I fought with him over the 
TV. He wanted to watch “The 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” 
while I wanted to see “Sakura 
Card Captors,” an anime, a 
Japanese cartoon, that told 
the story of a girl who had to 
capture magic cards.

Then I got older and 
discovered manga, which got 
me more interested in the 
comics world. That is why I’m 
so excited about this year’s 
Comic-Con, San Diego’s salute 
to the world of comics and sci-fi. 
Even though the convention 
is a month away, tickets are 
completely sold out. Some got 
lucky enough to buy four-day 
passes; others bought tickets for 
one or two days, while others 
couldn’t get the opportunity to 
buy tickets at all. I did not get 
tickets, but I did the second 
best thing  - I signed up to be a 
volunteer. 

San Diegan Rachel Louai, 
19, was not as fortunate. 

She’s gone to Comic-Con for 
three years, but she could not 
get tickets this year. 

“It was a fun experience, 
but I’m kind of disappointed 
because around 2006 they used 
to sell the tickets at the booth 
and now they only sell them 
online,” she said.

Many famous comic artists 
and writers are expected 
at Comic-Con this year, 
including Neal Addams and 
his three sons, Felicia Day, 
Stuart Immonen, Gerard Way 
and Stan Lee. Fans are also 
expecting previews of two big 
movies; “The Green Hornet” and 
“Tron: The Legacy,” a sequel to 
the 1982 movie. Fox actors from 
two popular TV shows, “Glee” 
and “Bones,” are also expected 
to attend.

But loyal Comic-Con 
followers have had some 
complaints. Last year, 
chaos erupted when it was 
discovered that the cast from 
“Twilight” was appearing at 
the convention. “Twi-hards,” 
as hardcore “Twilight” fans 
are known, invaded Comic-
Con - and comic lovers were not 
happy with their presence. They 
felt that the movie fans were 
tainting an event that should 

concentrate on comics. 
“It has lost sight of what 

comics are all about,” said 
Greg Pheris, 59, a resident 
of Spring Valley who owns a 
San Diego comic store. “They 
started getting excited about 
how many people they could 
attract instead of getting the 
Comic-Con essentials. Through 
the years they have put more 
importance on the Hollywood 
movement.”

Although it may be losing 
the comic focus that it had in 
past years, Comic-Con still 
excites me because it will be the 
first one I’ve ever attended. I 
have to admit that I am curious 
to see some non-comic stuff, 
like the cast of “Glee,” but 
I’m also excited to meet comic 
artists and know more about 
their upcoming projects and 
to admire the people walking 
around dressed as the heroes of 
their favorite comics or series. 

By the way, my sister was 
the one who pushed me to 
apply as a volunteer. She is 
even giving me money to spend 
on comics and collectibles, 
something that she would not 
let me do when I was little. How 
ironic, isn’t it?

What:  San Diego Comic-Con 
Where: San Diego Convention 
Center 
When: July 22-25 
Admission: Sold Out 
Information: www.comic-con.org
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For the love of Comic-Con

Three San Diego film-making 
students ventured to Africa in 
search of a story in 2003. Seven 
years later, they have a legacy. 

Jason Russell, Bobby Bailey 
and Laren Poole traveled 
through what they believed to 
be the Sudan when the car in 
front of them suddenly erupted 
into flames in an attack by the 
Lord’s Resistance Army, an 
infamous rebel group. 

The three soon learned 
they had crossed into Northern 
Uganda, where they came 
across Africa’s longest-running 
war. It wasn’t long before they 
began Invisible Children, a 
movement to end the war. 

Since the late 1980s, under 
the leadership of Joseph 
Kony, the Resistance Army of 
Northern Uganda has created 
the highest child-abduction 
rates in the world, according to 
the Enough Project, a political 
aid group. 

The rebels have been 
accused of terrorizing 
neighboring countries and 
forcing about 80 percent of 
Uganda’s population into 
refugee camps, according to 
World Vision. 

Invisible Children also 
estimates that more than 
60,000 children have been 
abducted into Kony’s rebel army 
as soldiers and sex slaves. 

Concerned about the lack 
of protest to the civil war in 
Uganda, Invisible Children is 
trying to stop Kony by calling 
for congressional support and 
sending aid to victims through 

campaigns, philanthropy, art, 
social-networking and activism. 
Their first documentary, filmed 
during their 2003 trip, “Invisible 
Children: Rough Cut,” raised 
awareness about the war.

In January, the organization 
received $1 million through 
Facebook’s Chase Community 
Giving. With the help of donors 
and merchandising, 

Invisible Children runs 
numerous programs which 
empower students to be better 
global citizens, said Talitha 
Baker, 24, Invisible Children’s 
coordinator of screenings at 
schools and churches. Ninety 
percent of donations are $20 or 
less.

Baker saw the inequality 
of life between Northern and 
Southern Uganda up close, 
but believes she can do more 
for Ugandans by sharing their 
stories here. 

“I’m a lot more effective here 
in the U.S.,” she said. 

John Bagwell of the Enough 
Project, in Washington D.C., 
agrees with Baker about this 
approach. 

“Too often we equate 
stopping a war with 
humanitarian aid and our 
thinking needs to change (to) 
focus equally as much on the 
root causes,” Bagwell said, “and 
put equal effort into addressing 
both causes and symptoms.” 

Invisible Children scored a 
political victory with the “We 
Want Obama” Web campaign, 
which asked for a citizen’s 
arrest warrant for Kony. 

The petition received 
nearly 260,000 signatures, 

and 273 members of Congress 
co-sponsored the LRA 
Disarmament Bill, according 
to Invisible Children.  Russell 
and Poole met with President 
Obama’s White House staff, 
Baker said, and witnessed 
history be made as the 
bipartisan bill was passed 
without objection. 

The LRA Disarmament and 
Northern Uganda Recovery 
Act, signed into law on May 24, 
calls for the U.S. to produce a 
strategy within 180 days to end 

the Lord’s Resistance Army’s 
campaign of violence in Africa, 
according to Resolve: Uganda, a 
partner with Invisible Children. 

Invisible Children has 
attracted support from the U.S., 
Canada, Australia and Ireland. 
Their campaigns include the 
2006 Global Night Commute, 
which had more than 80,000 
participants internationally; 
and The Rescue, which 
occurred in 10 countries, where 
participants were symbolically 
abducted and saved. Chicago 

was “rescued” May 1 by Oprah 
Winfrey, who invited Russell, 
Bailey and Poole to her show. 

Russell later shared with 
the organization’s supporters 
how Oprah, knowing nothing of 
Invisible Children, asked what 
she could do. 

“I knew in my gut that if she 
heard the story of what we were 
doing, she could not ignore it,” 
Russell said in a Youtube video 
filmed after the show, “and 
that’s exactly what she did.”

Stephanie Mercado

Invisible Children revealed

The plight of  child soldiers in Africa is coming to light. Photo courtesy of John and Erin Macy
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