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Something had to give. The 
Padres came into Monday 
night’s game with the best 
record in the N  ational League 
as one of the surprise stories of 
the 2010 season. 

The team ran into another 
surprise for the 2010 season: 
Colorado Rockies pitcher 
Ubaldo Jimenez. 

Jimenez and the Rockies got 
the best of the Padres with a 
10-6 victory. Jimenez threw five 
innings without allowing a hit 
before giving up four runs in the 
sixth. 

At that point, the Rockies 
had already rocked the Padres’ 
Kevin Correia and Sean 
Gallagher for eight runs. The 
Padres, rally in the seventh 
literally fell a few inches short, 
and the team couldn’t recover. 
Despite his shaky sixth, 
Jimenez improved to a league-
best 14-1.

Jimenez has been the 
best pitcher in Major League 
Baseball this year. He came into 
the game as the league leader 
in multiple categories, with 13 
wins and a 1.60 ERA. Jimenez 
pitched a no-hitter April 17 
against the Braves.

Jimenez’s 14-1 start to 
the 2010 season has been on 
par with some of the greatest 
seasons of pitching in the 
modern era. In the last 70 

years, the only pitcher to have a 
better record after 14 starts was 
Roger Clemens in 1986, when 
he won the Cy Young and MVP 
awards.

Jimenez’s last start in San 
Diego was May 3. He recorded 
13 strikeouts in seven innings 
in a 5-2 Rockies victory.

“He’s one of the best pitchers 
in the game right now,” said 
Padres manager Bud Black. 
“He’s pitching with a lot of 
confidence.” 

The Padres knew they 
would have to play well to 
beat Jimenez. “He’s got a 98 
miles-per-hour fastball with 
movement,” Black said. “We’ve 
gotta stay with this guy. We 
might have to make a guess 
about pitch selection or location-
an educated guess.”

The starting pitcher for 
the Padres was right-hander 
Kevin Correia. He struggled 
through five innings, allowing 
seven hits, two home runs, 
and six runs. “His stuff was 
good,” Black said, “but his 
inconsistency of commanding 
the ball caused this.” 

Jimenez, on the other hand, 
dominated through five innings: 
he had a no-hitter going and 
allowed only three walks. 

Jimenez brought his no-
hitter and an 8-0 lead into 
the bottom of the sixth. David 
Eckstein broke up the no-hitter 
with a single. The Padres would 
go on to tally four runs in the 

inning--one on a Chase Headley 
single and three on a Scott 
Hairston home run. 

The Padres would add one 
more, making the game 8-5, 
when Hairston came up with 
runners on first and third 
with two outs in the seventh. 
Hairston crushed the 1-2 pitch 
to deep left field, but it bounced 
off the top of the wall short of 
the Western Metal Building. 
Hairston had to settle for a 
double and only one RBI rather 
than a game-tying three-run 
blast. 

It would be the last run the 
Padres scored. The Rockies 
added two more runs in the top 
of the ninth.

The Padres, loss ended a 
three-game winning streak. 
The team had won seven of its   
previous nine games. 

Rockies catcher Miguel Olivo 
haunted his former team, going 
three for five with a home run, 
double, and four RBI. Olivo 
appeared in 37 games for the 
Padres in 2005. 

The Padres’ loss cut the NL 
West lead to four games. They 
led by one-and-a-half games 
June 21, then they won five out 
of six games on a road trip to 
Tampa Bay and Miami, and the 
lead swelled to four and a half.

The Padres will close out the 
series with the Rockies today 
and will take on the Houston 
Astros in a four-game series 
during the holiday weekend. 
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Top: Aaron Cunningham throws a ball back to the infield during batting 
practice. Bottom: Padres players are careful not to interfere with the work 
of  the grounds crew before the game. Clockwise from top left: Padres 
prepare for a game against the Rockies; Adrian Gonzalez warms up his 
throwing arm; Padres have batting practice in the afternoon to prepare 
for the evening game; Scott Hairston gets ready to take some practice 
swings. Photos by Brenda Vieyra
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