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The San Diego Chargers 
devoted 14 pages of its 2009 
Media Guide to one of the most 
iconic players in its history 
-- LaDainian Tomlinson.

When the Chargers released 
the running back, a chapter 
of its history came to a close. 

Tomlinson was the face of the 
Chargers for most of the decade, 
and many fans were distraught 
to see a local celebrity leave 
San Diego. Tomlinson signed 
with the New York Jets. His 
departure has been the cause of 
a wide range of emotions among 
Chargers fans. 

“I’m sad he left,” fan 

Ladonna Jones said. “He 
deserves a Super Bowl ring.” 
But other fans said Tomlinson 
is a player past his prime. 
“The only difference for the 
Chargers,” said Ryan Bulis, 26, 
“is that there will be one less 
person on the injured list.” 

Tomlinson’s totals in the 
past two seasons suggest he is 

slowing down. The 2009 season 
was the first in which he did not 
rush for more than 1,000 yards. 
His numbers had been declining 
since his 2006 campaign, when 
he set an NFL record with 28 
rushing touchdowns and was 
named the league’s MVP. 

ESPN.com projects the 
upcoming season for many 
NFL players. Tomlinson’s 2010 
season projection begins with 
the words, “The years have 
taken their toll.” 

Tomlinson’s departure not 
only provides the Jets with 
an experienced running back, 
but leaves a gaping hole in 
the Chargers backfield. In the 
2010 draft, the team traded up 
16 spots to take running back 
Ryan Mathews from Fresno 
State. He was second among 
Division I college running backs 
in 2009 with 1,808 rushing 
yards. Mathews has been 
compared to Tomlinson by many 
sportswriters and wore No. 21 
in high school and college as a 
nod to Tomlinson. 

If jersey sales are an 
indicator of success, the future 
looks bright for Mathews. Justin 
Hughes, an employee of Sports 
Fan in Mission Valley, said 
the Ryan Mathews jersey is in 
demand: “It’s been selling well.” 

Chargers fan Jones 
cautioned Mathews not to let 
his new fame go to his head. “If 

I had to give him advice, I would 
tell him to be humble,” he said. 
“He has big shoes to fill.” 

Mathews won’t be expected 
to carry the entire offensive 
load for the Chargers. The 
game plan has changed since 
Tomlinson won the MVP award 
in 2006. The team attempts 
fewer running plays under 
Norv Turner than the old days 
of Marty Schottenheimer’s 
“Martyball.” The Chargers 
had 848 rushing attempts over 
the last two years, the fewest 
attempts over a two-year period 
since 2000-2001. 

The decrease in rushing 
attempts has helped 
quarterback Phillip Rivers, 
who passed for more than 
4,000 yards each of the past 
two seasons. Fans are hoping 
for another big year from the 
Chargers signal-caller. “Rivers 
has other players to rely on,” 
said another fan, Daniel Garcia, 
16, “so there won’t be a big 
difference without Tomlinson.” 

Regardless of the results of 
the last few years of Tomlinson’s 
career, he will undoubtedly 
be remembered as one of 
the greatest football players 
of his time. In 2006, when 
Tomlinson set the NFL record 
for touchdowns in a season, 
Schottenheimer called him “the 
finest running back ever to wear 
an NFL uniform.”
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A group of 18 staff members of 
the California Pizza Kitchen in 
La Jolla crowded around a small 
television to watch the Mexican 
soccer team take on Uruguay 
early June 22. Two waitresses 
from the restaurant, Ladonna 
Jones and Erin Batty, said 
they used aluminum foil as an 
antenna.       
      “It doesn’t work that well, 
but they were glued to it,” said 
Jones, referring to the television 
set.  
       The 2010 FIFA World Cup 
caught some San Diegans’ 
attention.  Throughout the city, 
soccer fanatics display FIFA 
jerseys and cheer in excitement 
inside restaurants as they 
watch the games.  
     “The die-hards will come 
in and watch,” said Kimmy 
Griswold, a hostess at Seau’s 
restaurant in San Diego. “We 
see many USA, Mexico and 
Argentina fans.”  
     Some soccer devotees watch 
no matter the hour.  
     South Africa, where the 
World Cup is taking place, 
is about nine hours ahead of 
California, forcing many to 
wake at 4:30 a.m. to watch. 
    “I set my alarm to see some 
of my favorite teams play,” said 

Adrian Alvarez, a 19-year-old 
student from San Diego State 
University. 
     Gustavo Jimenez and Erick 
Melendez, soccer players 
from Point Loma Nazarene 
University, said they too wake 
up before 5 a.m. “We’ve watched 
about 90 percent of all games,” 
Melendez said. 
     For others, however, the 
time factor is an obstacle, 
and they choose sleep 
over soccer.  
     “I watch the games 
when I get a chance,” 
said 16-year-old 
Vista High School 
student Eddie 
Martinez. “Since 
it’s so early in 
the morning, I’d 
rather get my 
sleep.” 
     The 
inconvenient 
game times 
caused another 
16-year-old 
student from Vista 
High School, Karen 
Guzman, to miss 
her favorite team. “I 
heard about the game 
over the radio instead,” 
she said of team Mexico. 
      The TV enthusiasm 
is expected to drop in San 

Diego now that the USA and 
Mexico soccer teams have been 
eliminated from the 
World Cup.

LaDainian Tomlinson’s Charger jersey is on sale at Sports Fan in Mission Valley. Photo by Cameron Songer

Top to bottom: First game of  the 
2010 World Cup (Photo courtesy 
of Flickr Creative Commons/Shine 
2010), USA soccer fans in South 
Africa (Photo courtesy of Flickr 
Creative Commons/babasteve),  
Team Mexico’s hat. Photo by Andrea 
Munoz
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