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In a large and silent courtroom, 
with bags of yellow teddy bears 
and Hot Wheels sitting on 
the floor as evidence, student 
journalist 

Serena Stuvé sat taking 
notes alongside professionals 
during the trial of accused thief 
Virginia Kelly. It was one of 
Serena’s assignments for The 
Pacific Press. 

Stuvé and 19 other high 
school students participated 
in the eight-day CCNMA 
Multicultural Journalism 
Workshop at Point Loma 
Nazarene University. 

Print students spent eight 
days in the newsroom and 
out in the field reporting on 
various stories. Students in the 
broadcast part of the program 
worked with NBC 7/39 reporters 
and created a 30-minute 
telecast.

The California Chicano 
News Media Association has 
organized the workshop for 28 
years, providing a crash course 
in journalism. 

Applications are taken 
from students in San Diego, 
Riverside, San Bernardino and 
Imperial Counties. 

With help from the Dow 
Jones News Fund, the Society 
of Professional Journalists 
and NBC 7/39, a diverse group 
of high-school students and 
recent graduates get the chance 
to see what it is like to be a 

professional journalist, complete 
with demanding editors and 
deadlines.

CCNMA also strives to train 
young people of color to diversify 
newsrooms.

With the help and guidance 
of volunteer professional 
journalists who have written 
for The San Diego Union-
Tribune, The Press-Enterprise 
and The North County Times, 
participants learned to 
strengthen their writing and 
interviewing skills.

“I really enjoy working with 
young people. I think I learn as 
much from them as they learn 
from me,” said Jose Arballo Jr., 
editor for Southwest Riverside 
News Network, who has 
volunteered at the workshop for 
19 years.

Broadcast students worked 
at the NBC 7/39 studio in 
San Diego with reporters and 
created their own 30-minute 
broadcast that will air at 
midnight on July 4. 

They went out in the field 
to interview people and create 
packages that included video 
and voiceover elements. 

It was a completely new 
experience for many of the 
students.  

“I was amazed at how all 
the ideas pitched at the [9 a.m.] 
meeting were incorporated 
in the afternoon news,” said 
broadcast student Batul Joffrey.

A day for the print 
students was packed with 

classes on news writing and 
techniques along with going 
out on assignments and writing 
stories.

The days started at 6 a.m. 
with students crowded around 
the mirror to get ready for the 
long day ahead. Breakfast was 
at 7 a.m. 

After breakfast, Dave 
Feldman, a longtime San Diego 
journalist, taught writing and 
ethics courses.

The real work started in the 
newsroom. Students were sent 
out on assignments and worked 
on their stories. 

They covered events such as 
the Del Mar Fair, the new baby 
elephant at the Wild Animal 
Park, a murder trial, and the 
release of the iPhone 4. 

“Going out for the iPhone 
release story was cool because 
we got to see hundreds of people 
standing in line,” said Cameron 
Songer, 17, a senior at Francis 
Parker School.

After the teens got all 
the information and quotes 
necessary, writing the stories 
became a major focus, and 
after an extensive editing 
process, students could feel 
accomplished and proud of their 
work. 

 Students got more 
instruction time following 
dinner and learned the 
importance of ethics in 
journalism. 

They then watched movies 
like “Shattered Glass,” which 

tells the true story of reporter 
Stephen Glass, who made up 
stories that he wrote for The 
New Republic. 

It showed students that in 
journalism, truth and accuracy 
are key components.

Long days at work were 
followed by some downtime 
in the dorms, where students 
forged new friendships and 
relaxed before waking up bright 
and early to start the process all 
over again.

“The networking possibilities 
and getting to meet other 
student journalists makes it a 
worthwhile experience,” Songer 
said. 

Throughout the workshop, 
student reporters were 
encouraged to tweet, post 
pictures on Flickr, and blog 
about their daily experiences to 
bring a dimension of multimedia 
journalism to the workshop. 

“It was a good way to get out 
how we felt and people still read 
it,” said Stephanie Perez, 17, 
from San Diego.

Stepping into the shoes 
of professional journalists 
was both a humbling and 
enlightening experience for 
many students, and although 
some may not end up in  
journalism, this is something to 
remember. 

“The most important thing I 
learned is to not underestimate 
myself,” said Perez. “We’re all 
here for a reason and we’re all 
good writers.”

Sarah Ohashi

CCNMA unifies young journalists
The Pacific Press is 
a production of the 
California Chicano News 
Media Association’s 28th 
annual Multicultural 
Journalism Workshop. 

The newspaper was 
produced at Point Loma 
Nazarene University in 
Point Loma in San Diego. 

The television 
broadcast was produced at 
NBC 7/39 in San Diego. 

The workshop is 
sponsored by Dow 
Jones Newspaper Fund, 
NBC 7/39, Point Loma 
Nazarene University, 
Society of Professional 
Journalists and CCNMA: 
Latino Journalists of 
California San Diego 
chapter.
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