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City cuts the fuse on illegal fireworks
As the Fourth of July approaches, 
so does the yearly influx of illegal 
fireworks displays and the inju-
ries caused by them, officials said 
at a recent press conference.  

To demonstrate the dangers 
of illegal fireworks, the San Di-
ego bomb squad set off M80s fire-
works inside a watermelon, and 
also in a model of a human hand, 
crafted using hamburger meat 
stuffed within of a rubber glove. 

After the explosion, only frag-
ments of the hand and the water-
melon were left.  

The blast was powerful 
enough to set off the car alarm of 
a nearby pickup truck. 

Thousands are injured an-
nually in firework-related acci-
dents, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control; 9,200 people 
were injured and 11 died in such 
incidents in 2006, the most re-
cent year with available records. 

John O. Wood, with the San 
Diego bomb squad, said that 
children ages eight to 17 are the 
most likely to be injured or to 
cause brush fires when handling 
fireworks.  

Wood estimated that there 
are 200 local incidents of confis-
cated fireworks annually, which 

undoubtedly reduces the number 
of injuries. 

If fireworks are found, Wood 
urges people to call 911 so that 
officials can safely handle the 
situation. 

Many illegal fireworks are 
smuggled across the border from 
Mexico, said Steve Ford, who is 
with U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. 

Fireworks made in Mexico 
are illegal to import and are 
particularly dangerous because 
of their inconsistent assembly, 
Ford said. The size of the explo-
sion and other factors are diffi-
cult to predict, especially when 
compared to fireworks made in 
China, which are consistent. 
These Chinese fireworks may be 
legal in other states but not in 
California, Ford said. 

The inconsistency of fire-
works made in Mexico makes 
them very dangerous to trans-
port, Ford added. 

Fireworks hidden in the 
trunks or near the engines of 
cars can ignite very easily. 

If a vehicle is discovered to be 
carrying illegal fireworks, officers 
assess the value of the fireworks 
and fine their carriers up to 10 
times their worth, in addition to 
seizing the vehicle, Ford said. 
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The damage from officals exploding  a watermelon at the demonstration to sow the dangers of  illegal fireworks. 
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A 74 year-old man has been sen-
tenced to six years in state pris-
on for crashing into an El Cajon 
Carl’s Jr., killing a customer.

Richard Daus silently re-
ceived his six year sentence from 
Judge Peter Deddeh, in El Cajon 
Superior Court, after pleading 
guilty to gross vehicular man-
slaughter while intoxicated.  

On Jan. 3, 66 year-old Randy 
Eugene Smith, who was a regu-
lar costumer at the restaurant, 
was struck when Daus crashed 
his car after driving from a near-
by bank, Deputy District Attor-
ney Karl Husoe said.

Smith, a professor who often 
graded papers at the same table, 
died before he reached the hospi-
tal, Husoe said.

Smith’s family agreed to the 
plea bargain which kept Daus 
from serving a possible 10 years 
in prison, Husoe said. Daus ac-
cepted the terms and conditions 
of the bargain May 27.

Daus, who was previously 
convicted of reckless homicide in 
1952 when he was 16 and had a 
previous DUI conviction in 1988, 
was denied probation, Husoe 
said.

A restitution hearing was 
set for Aug. 26 if the insurance 
companies do not cover funeral 
and other costs, Husoe said. 
Daus was ordered to pay roughly 
$2,400 in restitution fines on top 
of his court fees. In the mean-
time, insurance companies will 
decide what to pay out to the vic-
tim’s family.
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driver pleads 
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“The victim’s body was also 
found wrapped in chicken wire 
along with a comforter, and 
was covered with a plastic bag,” 
Paraskevopolos said.

Although it remains unclear 
precisely when and where An-
drews was killed, investigators 
believe the slaying occurred in 
San Diego, the prosecutor said. 

During an interview, police 
asked Brooks why Andrews 
was killed, the court records 
reveal. Brooks said he was up-
set because he could not satisfy 
Andrews, the man Brooks was 
romantically involved with, ac-
cording to the court records.

“I lost my …  temper,” Brooks 

told police, according to the re-
cords. “He was the most miser-
able …  that I ever met in my 
life.”

Brooks and Andrews met in 
2007, according to court records. 
They became pen pals while 
Brooks was in federal prison 
serving time for fraud. The two 
began living together at An-
drews’ Hemet home after Brooks 
was released, the court records 
show.

“This fact, coupled with the 
pretty significant age gap be-
tween the two, is something we 
don’t

see too often,” Paraskevopolos 
said. “What is remarkable about 
this case is that it occurred over 
four different counties.”

Brooks was spending An-
drews’ money in Los Angeles 
and Orange counties, according 
to San Diego County court re-
cords. 

Brooks’ spending included 
several purchases at high-end 
department stores as well as 
racking up a $355 tab at a Wal-
mart in Anaheim.

Court records also reveal 
that fraudulent activity began 
to show up on transactions as of 
June 2, 2008.

 Andrews’ daughter, Linda 
Runions, described her father 
as an intelligent, gentle and shy 
man, the court records indicate.

“He thought that perhaps if 
he could show people in prison 
that they were cared about, 

maybe they could turn their 
lives around,” according to Run-
ion’s victim impact statement in-
cluded in court records. “Thomas 
Jeffrey Brooks took advantage of 
that, and used my father’s com-
passion for him to escape the jus-
tice system.”

Andrews’ death and the way 
his body was disposed of still 
haunts his loved ones. 

“Those of us who loved him 
are tormented by the thought 
of how my father must have felt 
when he realized that the man 
he had befriended was actually 
going to take his life, brutally kill 
him,” Runion’s statement said. 
“And we are further horrified by 
the heartless way he disposed of 
my Dad’s poor body.”

Man gets 75 to life for lover’s murder

The Amber Dubois and Chelsea 
King murder cases have brought 
the public’s attention to the issue 
of sex offenders. The cases have 
reminded us how sex offenders 
can be unpredictable and they 
can attack at any time, any place 
and anywhere.  

Fortunately, some victims 
have escaped from assailants. 
Guadalupe Perez Barraza, 13, is 
one of them.

She was walking home after 
school in National City on May 
19 when suddenly a man grabbed 
her and held a knife to her neck. 
Barraza was able to free herself 
by pushing his arm away and el-
bowing him in the chest. When 
she was free, she ran home. Her 
only injury, a bloody finger. 

During the incident, she 

said, she was unaware of her 
surroundings. She said she re-
membered nothing but slow-
motion movements and unclear 
thoughts. 

“I felt the color of my face was 
gone, like it went pale, and my 
body went numb,” she said.

 The day after the incident, 
she processed what had hap-
pened. How she could have lost 
her life that day. How those few 
seconds could have changed ev-
erything. She felt shocked, sur-
prised and angry.

She said she eventually 
stopped questioning herself and 
was glad of what she did and 
that she was able to escape.

“I don’t know. I’m just grate-
ful I did what I did,” she said.

She thought that later on it 
was established that the assail-
ant had cut off his GPS ankle 

bracelet, which was put on him 
in the first place because he had 
been a registered sex offender, 
and that it was wrong that no 
one had noticed his disappear-
ance until after two crimes were 
committed. 

“I might have ended up in 
a lake somewhere dead, cut in 
pieces,” Guadalupe said.

These recent sexual attacks 
have opened the eyes of many, 
including the La Mesa Police 
Department. A presentation on 
how to prevent a sexual attack 
was held June 23 at the La Mesa 
Community Service Center. It 
described different types of sex-
ual offenses, including human 
trafficking, sexting, and internet 
abuse. The police gave informa-
tion on how to spot a predator 
and how to avoid dangerous situ-
ations. 

About 50 people came to the 
gathering. Many of the people 
were wide-eyed and shaking 
their heads during the presenta-
tion. Others just watched as the 
power point pages flipped by. 

The speakers were Deputy 
District Attorney Phyllis Shess, 
La Mesa Police Chief Alan Lan-
ning, Capt. Raul Garcia, Lt. Da-
vid Bond and Sgt. Jason King.

There are many places to 
find information on this subject, 
like meganslaw.ca.gov, where 
you can learn about being safe 
and understand your surround-
ings by searching for predators 
in your community. Or log on to 
www.missingkids.com, the web-
site for Missing and Exploited 
Kids, to learn about what to do 
if someone does go missing. You 
can also contact your local police 
station to get the latest updates. 
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