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Most have heard of the Arizona 
immigration law, Senate Bill 
1070, which is supposed to slow 
illegal immigration and lower 
crime, including drug distribu-
tion. But many believe this law is 
unfair and since it was passed it 
has been causing political prob-
lems and dividing people around 
the United States. 

Some students attending 
Vista High School recently ex-
pressed their opinion on the 
Arizona law and how it affects 
them. 

Ruby Maldonado, 16, said 
the law is targeting people of 
color and that police are going to 
assume that certain people are 
illegal. 

Karen Guzman said she feels 
that the law basically says that 
it wants a certain race gone. 

“It’s unfair,” said Guzman, 
16.”They are targeting Hispan-
ics.” 

Daisy Garcia, 17, said if 
someone is not a Caucasian then 
he or she is considered an illegal 
immigrant. 

They all agreed that illegal 
immigrants should be stopped, 
but that the outcome will lead to 
the police approaching those of a 
specific race.

President Barack Obama op-
poses the Arizona law and a law-
suit is being filed to try to stop 
it. 

“President Obama has spo-
ken out against the law. He 
thinks the federal government 
should be determining immigra-
tion policy,” Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton said during an 
interview on Nuestra Tele Noti-
cias 24 in Mexico. 

According to the law, it will 
allow the police to stop any citi-
zen to see if they are legal or not, 
but only if they seem suspicious. 

If they don’t have papers to 
show their citizenship, they are 
taken into custody by law en-
forcement. 

The proponents also said it 
will help slow down the growth 
of gangs and gang-related activ-
ity, prohibit illegal aliens from 
applying for jobs, and allow law 
enforcement to arrest people 
without a warrant if the person 
commits a crime. 

This new bill is affecting po-
litical matters at both the state 
and local levels. One example 
is the public support of the law 
from Hemet Councilwoman Rob-
in Lowe.

“I don’t care what color your 
skin is,” Lowe said, according 
to a Southwest Riverside News 

Network story. “This is not an is-
sue of race.” Lowe said she sup-
ports this law because illegal im-
migrants are breaking laws and 
no one has done anything about 
it.

Gov. Jan Brewer of Arizona, 
who signed the law, said she 
understands that this is the fed-
eral government’s job, but that 
she has tried to tell them about 
the immigration situation in the 
state and they do not seem to co-
operate. 

“We’ve been talking to the 
federal government in regards 
to our borders and it just seems 
they don’t want to participate,” 
Brewer said in a Fox News in-
terview. “And it’s unfortunate 
for those people who have lived 
down there for so long.” 

She said she has tried to 
inform federal government for 
more than one year. 

“I wrote them way back in 
March of 2009 and again in 
April 2009. I’ve spoken with the 
president personally about our 
borders and they just don’t even 
respond,” Brewer said.

Brewer said she won’t back 
down and is willing to go to 
court.

The new law is to take effect 
on July 29, unless delayed by le-
gal maneuvers.
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Program that benefits low-income students is in need of money

Witnesses testified June 25 that 
the 75-year-old founder of a Lati-
no foster parent group—accused 
of hoarding thousands of dollars 
of donations—stuffed boxes filled 
with blankets, toys and stuffed 
animals into her van for more 
than 15 years.

Virginia Prieto Kelly, a long-
time foster mother on trial for 
allegedly stockpiling $200,000 
worth of donated children’s toys 
from a county agency, faces 
grand theft and embezzlement 
charges. She has pleaded not 
guilty. 

 “She came personally and 
retrieved hundreds of items—
approximately four to five times 
a year,” said Frank Campos, se-
nior storekeeper at the Polinsky 
Children’s Center, as he paused 
to estimate the countless num-
ber of stashed items. “I’d say she 
took about 80 to 100 bags per 
year.”

In San Diego Superior Court, 
Deputy District Attorney Chris 
Ryan presented images of the al-
legedly stolen toys and held up a 
bag of yellow, stuffed key-chain 
bears that Kelly is accused of 
hoarding. 

Bags of the bears cluttered 
the courtroom floor along with 
large cardboard boxes filled with 
toy cars, multi-colored blankets 
and other donated items. 

Campos said he saw Kelly 
stuffing boxes of the donations 
into her van, but did not know 
what happened to them after she 
picked them up. 

“We never keep track of the 
donations after they are out of 
our hands,” said Campos, glanc-
ing over at the diminutive, red-
haired defendant. “Our only hope 
is that the toys are redistributed 
to the children.”

Kelly, who smiled occasion-
ally, wore a green-striped blouse 
and white jacket at her trial, 
which began June 14. 

After receiving complaints 
that Kelly asked a woman to sell 
some of the items and had piles 

of the donated items in her ga-
rage, officials began investigat-
ing her in 2008. 

A jury will decide whether 
Kelly is guilty of stealing the 
items or, as her attorney Thom-
as Matthews has stated in court, 
was simply careless with the do-
nated goods. 

Matthews portrayed Kelly as 
a hard-working, dedicated wom-
an who was always concerned 
with the well-being of others. 

He said Kelly had been wide-
ly known for her generosity and 
has won awards for her service. 

However, prosecutors paint-
ed a different picture. Ryan told 
jurors that many of the contribu-
tions were found locked in Kel-
ly’s bedrooms at her San Ysidro 
home. Thousands of new toys, 
blankets, Halloween costumes, 
sandals and backpacks also were 
found inside Kelly’s daughter’s 
garage in Chula Vista. 

After additional questioning 
by Ryan, Campos described his 
encounters with Kelly over the 
years.

 “I’ve seen her quite often,” 
said Campos. “She’s the only one 
who ever picked the items up. 
Usually she carried whatever 
she could stuff into her van—and 
often she couldn’t fit all of it.”

Edward Moretti, a Polin-
sky employee who signed off on 
contribution pickups, contended 
that Kelly took loads of chil-
dren’s clothes and games to her 
van, saying, “Kelly never denied 
a call to pick up excess items. “

The Polinsky Children’s Cen-
ter for Child Welfare had do-
nated up to 3,000 toys and linen 
items annually to the San Diego 
County Foster Parents Associa-
tion and the Latino Foster Par-
ents Association. However, the 
center stopped its contributions 
after learning of Kelly’s case. 

In addition to the grand theft 
and embezzlement charges, 
Kelly also faces a third charge of 
contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor. 

She faces up to four years in 
prison if convicted. 
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A San Diego program dedicat-
ed to helping low-income high 
school students get into college 
has been adversely affected by 
state budget cuts. 

The Upward Bound STAR 
Program has less funding to op-
erate and as a result is recruiting 
fewer students.  It serves first-
generation, college-bound high 
school students in City Heights, 
Center City and El Cajon who 
might not otherwise attend a 
university.

 “When I first began work-
ing six years ago, I was able to 
recruit 68 students for the pro-
gram,.” said Tony Garcia, an 
Upward Bound counselor, when 
asked about the changes. “Now 
I am only able to recruit 52 stu-
dents. The budget is not plenti-

ful, but we do our best to make it 
work. We also have a lot of allies 
in Congress who have been part 
of the program and are willing to 
back us up.”

Upward Bound began in 1983 
for students at Crawford, El Ca-
jon Valley, Hoover High and San 
Diego High. The program helps 
students choose classes, offers 
tutoring, and prepares them 
when applying to college and for 
scholarships. During the sum-
mer, students live on campus at 
San Diego State University for 
six weeks. 

“It helped me experience the 
college life,” said Danny Vong-
southi, a former Upward Bound 
student. 

To keep the program run-
ning smoothly, Tomasa Mauri-
cio, Upward Bound’s director, 
has dedicated many hours to 

her work. She said she meets 
with colleagues who run similar 
programs across the nation and 
attends multiple conferences to 
help her be a better director.

Although Mauricio has only 
been working with Upward 
Bound for nine months, she has 
worked with similar programs 
for 15 years. 

Money is important to keep 
the program running, but it is 
not the only struggle the pro-
gram faces. “Because of the bud-
get cuts we are not able to pro-
vide as many services,” Mauricio 
said.  “We have had to cut back 
on some things, but we are con-
tinuing to run the program.

Besides the struggle with 
budget cuts, our main struggle is 
to help students receive a higher 
education.” 

Carol Muñoz, who just fin-

ished her junior year at Hoover 
High School, said she benefits 
from the program. Muñoz has 
been part of the program for 
three years. 

Upward Bound is more than 
a way for her to accomplish her 
goal of pursuing a higher educa-
tion, she said. 

“It is a lifelong commitment,” 
she said. “Upward Bound means 
education, friendship, family, 
and finding out who you are. 
Even though the program has 
been affected by the budget cuts 
and we have not been able to 
take as many college trips, the 
counselors have found other 
things we can do to benefit us.”

Students attend Saturday 
sessions at SDSU, where they 
take practice SAT tests, work 
on college applications, scholar-
ships, and volunteer around the 

community. 
Muñoz now recognizes her 

potential. “When I first began 
the program,” she said, “I was 
really shy. Now I am a leader. I 
have good communication skills 
and I am able to help others.”  

Over the years, Upward 
Bound and similar programs 
have made an impact on many 
students’ lives.

Vongsouthi, who finished 
his first year at San Diego State 
University, said Upward Bound 
gave him a head start among his 
college peers. 

“Upward Bound is more than 
preparing for college, it is a fam-
ily,” Vongsouthi said.  

“It is a program that can help 
you better yourself and challenge 
you. Upward Bound is forever in 
you.”

75-year-old woman 
accused of grand theft

A North Park water main break that caused a sinkhole and left 30 residents without water for 16 hours has 
been temporarily fixed. The sinkhole, at Cypress Avenue and Georgia Street, was about 15 feet wide. It was 
repaired the next day. Water was turned back on later June 27 at about 11 p.m. It was unknown when the 
street would be permanently repaired. Photo by Carla Romero

North Park sinkhole disrupts residents
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