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The baby elephant at the San 
Diego Zoo’s Wild Animal Park 
was soaking wet, walking side 
by side with his mother after 
they bathed in the pool together 
for the first time. 

Park visitors can watch the 
mother-son relationship thrive 
as he goes through plenty of 
firsts as he grows and develops.

A month after his birth, the 
unnamed elephant is recovering 
from complications. Zookeepers 
are relieved and have welcomed 
the big bundle of joy with open 
arms. The calf, born to Umoya, 
weighed about 220 pounds 
at birth, which is considered 
healthy to elephant keepers. 
However, they worried when he 
began to lose weight.

Now, Umoya’s calf has 
begun to make positive 
developments and gain weight. 
As keepers lured Umoya close 
to the enclosure fence with 
food, the calf trailed behind his 
mother, never leaving her side.

“He’s doing great. His 
personality is starting to come 
out,” said elephant keeper 
Brittany Trawick as she 

pointed out the stubby-legged 
calf hiding in the shade of his 
mother’s legs.

The calf could be named 
after his personality, as the 
other elephants have.

“He’s pretty outgoing. He’s 
interested in us. He learns by 
watching the others,” Trawick 
said. 

Umoya is also recovering 
after having surgery for a 
retained placenta. After giving 
birth, she was having trouble 
nursing her calf because she 
couldn’t stand up straight. The 
elephant keepers had to train 
Umoya to stand correctly and 
nurse her baby, Trawick said.

The calf has been in the 
exhibit from Day One; he was 
born around 8 p.m. on a day 
the park closed early. Only the 
night-watch zookeepers saw the 
birth because they had been 
working 24-hour shifts caring 
for a calf that had been born 
a month earlier, said Yadira 
Galindo, a spokeswoman for 
the park. The park has had 
three calves born this year, in 
February, April and May.

The other two born this 
year play together a lot, and 

the month-old is starting to join 
them.

“This is really quite different 
for us,” Galindo said, referring 
to having such young calves to 
care for all at once.

The park has eight young 
elephants, between one 
month and six years of age. 
The elephants are considered 
adults when they reach sexual 
maturity at 12 years, and the 
park currently has six adults in 
the enclosure, Galindo said.

The successful breeding of 
the young African elephants 
has been reason for celebration. 
The African Summer Festival, 
which runs June 19 through 
Sept. 6, will feature new shows, 
storytellers, live drum bands 
and other activities, according 
to a park news release.

As part of the festival, 
Trawick said, she and the 
other keepers hide toys and 
other goodies throughout the 
enclosure. Every day at 11 a.m. 
the elephants are released into 
the exhibit and search for the 
treats as visitors marvel at the 
wrinkly giants.
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First steps for a big baby
Umoya, an African elephant, and her month-old calf  walk around their enclosure at the San Diego Zoo’s Wild 
Animal Park. Photos by Carla Romero


